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Acknowledging that he is 
someone “ambitious and dumb 
enough to try to fight with God,” 
Father Fortuna remembers his 
attempts to evade this divine 
disruption. “That didn’t work,” he 
recounts. “I lost that fight; that loss 
was my greatest gain.” 

Following this the young man 
entered religious life and in less 
than 10 years was one of the eight 
original members of the Community 
of the Franciscan Friars of the 
Renewal, a religious order that 
lives and ministers to the poor in 
the South Bronx. 

Around this same time Father 
Fortuna established Francesco 
Productions, a non-profit company 
that distributes his music and 
teachings for the benefit of the poor. 
A few years after that, in 1990, 
he was ordained to the Catholic 
priesthood on the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception, Dec. 8. 
“Now it’s just everyday more of 
the same thing, just carrying on and 
taking it one day at a time entering 
more and more into that fullness 
of life that comes through love,” 
describes the bass guitarist. 

“So it’s not just the theme of 
the mission but it’s the theme of 
my life,” he suggests. “Everything 

I do and everything I am, I hope to 
be about that.” 

Father Fortuna expounds that 
this same theme is central within 
Scripture and the lives of the saints 
as well as in the teachings, tradition 
and living vitality of the Church. 
“That’s what the Church is about,” 
he stresses. 

A priest for nearly 20 years, 
Father Fortuna affirms that love 
is the motivation that enables him 
to keep up his hectic speaking 
and performance schedule. “Love 
pushes me, love presses me, love 
makes me hungry, love makes me 
burn,” he discloses. “For me it’s 
life. That’s what God wants me 
to do.”

The composer and rap musician 
also recognizes that if he weren’t 
pursuing ministry in this way he’d 
be zealously pouring himself into 
other things. “If I wasn’t doing this 
I’d be doing something else the 
same way,” he declares. “It’s just 
part of how I am and who I am. I’m 
kind of an extremist by nature.” 

Father Fortuna realizes that this 
extremism is what attracted him to St. 
Francis. “I don’t think there was any 
more extreme manifestation in the 
history of the saints than St. Francis,” 
he asserts. “He’s up on the top of the 
radical extremists and Christ Himself 

manifests the most radical extreme 
nature of God’s love.” 

Questioned as to the relationship 
between his  music  and the 
Franciscan spirituality to which he 
ascribes, Father Fortuna is adamant 
that he doesn’t have a career but 
a vocation that incorporates his 
musical aptitude. “For me it’s a way 
of life,” he emphasizes. 

The recording artist of 18 albums 
confides that when he entered 
religious life he thought he’d never 
play music again. However, when 
his superiors recognized his gifts 
they encouraged him to put them 
into practice. “It was obedience that 
pulled me out of myself into this 
whole thing,” he recalls. “I never 
planned it that way; I never wanted 
it that way.”

Even so Father Fortuna perceives 

a direct correlation between being a 
follower of the 13th century Italian 
mystic and playing music. “Francis 
used everything and he wanted the 
brothers to use the tools of their 
trade,” says the religious of 30 
years. “There’s a million and one 
things that someone can do which 
flows from who they are. I try to put 
my trust in Providence to provide 
me not only with what I need but 
what He wants me to do.”

Although content with this 
expression of life, Father Fortuna 
speaks of a corresponding sadness 
that accompanies the happiness 
of it. “When I’m happy I always 
remember that somebody’s not so 
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that my joy can be an occasion 
to help me not to forget and 
to remember,” he says. “Real 
happiness comes from the ability 
to suffer because if somebody 
doesn’t learn meaning and value in 
suffering happiness is going to be 
an illusion, they’re going to have to 
buy it and it’s only to be as good as 
the latest thing that they get.” 

“I have moments of tremendous 
elation but also my heart suffers,” 
he continues. 

Mentioning his most recent 
encounter with suffering Father 
Fortuna shares about the death of 
his mother last month. “There’s a 
tremendous deep grieving in my 
bones beyond what I can feel and 
even articulate,” he reveals. 

“But at the same time there’s 
tremoring new levels of life that 
comes through this amazing love 
that carried my mother up to her 
sickness, through the diagnosis, 
through the sickness and even in 
her death,” he adds. “She died like 
she lived, on fire with love.” 

In reconciling this mingling of 
sadness and joy Father Fortuna 
remembers God’s promise that 
“there’s going to be a time when 
there will be no more tears” for 
sorrow is not without value and 
significance and will be turned into 
joy. “He doesn’t want us to waste 
it,” professes the Franciscan. 

“So, I try not to waste my 
suffering and that enables me to 
really have authentic moments of 
happiness that carry me through the 
greatest difficulties that I encounter 
in my own life and that every other 
human person is encountering,” he 
says. “If my joy, happiness and love 
is going to be real then it’s going 
to flow from the fullness of life. 
Then I’m going to be more acutely 
aware of how others are or are not 
experiencing that.” 

Diocesan News

Through production of his music which spans a variety of genres 
including Contemporary Christian, Jazz, Folk, Reggae and Rap Fr. Fortuna 
is able to assist the less fortunate. Besides living in the South Bronx, NY 
where he serves the poor and needy, Fr. Fortuna’s non-profit company, 
Francesco Productions, has established FILO (Francesco International 
Outreach) to help the underprivileged abroad. (Submitted Photo)




